BEHIND   THE   SCENES   IN   THE   CABINET

contents to accuse the Prime Minister of exercising autocratic
powers. He begrudged the time wasted in too much talking in
time of war. His disinclination to express his own views, at least at
any length, may have been due to this desire to get on with the
job, though as time went on he overcame this psychological
aversion to talking. From a very poor orator he succeeded in
making himself within a few months an effective speaker. But as
long as he had Senor Prieto in the Cabinet he very rarely made
public addresses. When asked to do so he would reply, with the
dry humour characteristic of him: "No, I believe in a division of
labour, and when it comes to speech-making I have assured
myself of the collaboration of the best orator to be found." After
Senor Prieto's departure from the Cabinet, however, he resigned
himself to the necessity of speaking in public and improved his
delivery rapidly. It was with some surprise that his audience in
the Cortes on a day in October 1938 heard him, after reading a
weighty but rather monotonous speech, deliver, in answer to
objections from the opposition benches, one of the best parlia-
mentary impromptu speeches ever heard in the Cortes. The eyes
of the whole House were fixed on him as if he were transformed
into a new being. But in spite of this success, he still preferred to
write his speeches, and whenever he had to make an impromptu
address, for instance to the army, one could feel his profound
dislike for improvisation. A professor of physiology can become
the best of fighters and administrators, but he will always feel a
nostalgia for the methods of the lecture-room.

I could well understand Dr. Negrin's dislike of spending three
or four hours discussing death sentences. While Senor Irujo,
representative of the Basque National Party, was in the Govern-
ment, it was impossible to escape the consequences of his excessive
desire to examine every report with the most scrupulous care. A
brilliant lawyer, in whom a passion for justice and a fine human
kindliness were combined with an instinctive tendency to consider
every condemned person as a victim of the new tribunals set up
during the war, he took up a large part of our debates with his
interventions. If any foreigner believing the myth of a Red and
bloodthirsty Spain, whose leaders were resolved to exterminate all
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